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“THEY LIE IN WAIT TO DECEIVE”
Cody Westbrook

INTRODUCTION1

It is a joy and an honor to be able to contribute to this year’s
Annual Lubbock Lectureship. My thanks is extended to the Southside
Church of Christ—her elders, her deacons, her preacher, and her
members for their hard work and dedication to the cause of the Lord.
I trust that the material presented in this volume and from the pulpit
will be of great value to many people and that in all things the Lord will
be glorified.

Deception has been a reality in this world since the beginning. In
Genesis 3:1, we learn that “the serpent was more subtil than any beast
of the field which the Lord God had made.” Jehovah had legislated that
Adam and Eve were to eat of any tree in the Garden, except for the tree
of the knowledge of good and evil. But, because of the deception of the
serpent, they broke this commandment (cf. Gen. 3:4, 14). The trickery
of “that old serpent, called the Devil, and Satan” (Rev. 12:9) continues
even unto this very hour.

The Bible warns us sternly that there will be those who “lie in wait
to deceive” (Eph. 4:14). Jesus told His disciples in Matthew 24:11 that
“many false prophets shall rise, and shall deceive many.” In fact, He
would later expound upon that by saying: “[T]here shall arise false
Christs, and false prophets, and shall shew great signs and wonders;
insomuch that, if it were possible, they shall deceive the very elect”
(Mt. 24:24). Also, the apostle Paul explained to young Timothy: “But
evil men and seducers shall wax worse and worse, deceiving, and being
deceived” (2 Tim. 3:13). A quick survey of the world around us will
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reveal that the prophetic statements of Jesus, Paul, and many other
Bible writers on this subject have indeed become a reality.

Deception is a very real danger. When Adam and Eve gave in to
the deception of the devil, they sinned and, as a result, they died (cf.
Rom. 5:12; Jas. 1:14-15). If we allow ourselves to be tricked into
“eating the forbidden fruit,” the same fate awaits us. Satan wants you,
me, our children, and all of those whom we love to lose our souls at his
hand. He and his ministers have launched an all-out assault upon the
foundation of our faith with but one goal—our spiritual demise. This
is why it is of utmost importance for us to “try the spirits” (1 Jn. 4:1).
Through Scripture we must familiarize ourselves with our enemy so
that we are able to see through the deceptive lies he uses to seduce us.
As the apostle Paul wrote: “[W]e are not ignorant of his devices”
(2 Cor. 2:11).

METHODS OF DECEPTION

In Ephesians 4:7-16, the apostle Paul explains the purpose and
period of spiritual gifts. In verses 14-16 he describes the results of those
gifts when they are properly used. One of the results, found in verse 14,
is doctrinal stability. At that point in time God’s people had not yet
received the full revelation of Scripture. Therefore, it was easy for them
to be “tossed to and fro, and carried about with every wind of doctrine.”
So, spiritual gifts provided the doctrinal stability needed to defend
against such.2 Paul indicates that this tossing “to and fro” would come
“by the sleight of men, and cunning craftiness, whereby they lie in wait
to deceive.”

“Sleight” is from kubos (meaning “cube”) and actually refers to
dice-playing. False doctrines are sometimes presented by
dishonest means even as dice players use dishonesty. This word
was familiar in later Greek, in the sense of deceit or sharp
practice in general. 3

“Cunning craftiness” is from panourgia, denoting “the use of trickery
or underhanded means to achieve an object”4 (cf. Gen. 3:1; 2 Cor.
11:3). These false teachers are akin to those described by the prophet
Micah when he said: “Woe to them that devise iniquity, and work evil
upon their beds! when the morning is light, they practise it, because it
is in the power of their hand” (Mic. 2:1). As one scholar described it:

Lit. in cunning, with a view to the scheming of [their] deceit ...
But the Gr. Preposition far more often means “with a view to”
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than “according to ...” The apostle here recognizes and exposes
the sad fact of intentional misguidance on the part of these
preachers of “another Gospel” (Gal. 1:6-7).5

“Sleight” and “cunning craftiness” are the actions that describe the
method of the deceivers. The term “lie in wait” is methodia, which
“signifies a wile, a particular sleight, mode of tricking, mode of tricking
and deceiving.”6 The same word is translated “wiles” in Ephesians 6:11
to describe the methods of attack used by the devil. Just as Satan is “a
roaring lion” who “walketh about, seeking whom he may devour”
(1 Pet. 5:8), these deceivers cognitively and intentionally look for ways
to trick their prey into falling in their trap. They know their message is
false and their intent is evil, yet with no regard for the souls of men
they continue to invent ways to bring them to destruction.

The fact that these evil men take the time to think about and plan
the evil that they will commit beforehand is described by David in
Psalm 36:4. There, he observed: “He deviseth mischief upon his bed;
he setteth himself in a way that is not good; he abhorreth not evil.” In
Psalm 38:12, he wrote: “They also that seek after my life lay snares for
me: and they that seek my hurt speak mischievous things, and imagine
deceits all the day long” (emphasis added). Evil men “lieth in wait
secretly as a lion in his den: [they] lieth in wait to catch the poor: he
doth catch the poor, when he draweth him into his net” (Ps. 10:9). They
dangle their bait and lure in their prey. Then, at the right time, they
pounce!

False teachers accomplish deceit by using deceiving words. The
tongue is “an unruly evil, full of deadly poison” (Jas. 3:8). For years
men and women have stood behind pulpits and spoken great lies. This
was the fear of Paul as he wrote to the church at Corinth:

But I fear, lest by any means, as the serpent beguiled Eve
through his subtilty, so your minds should be corrupted from the
simplicity that is in Christ. For if he that cometh preacheth
another Jesus, whom we have not preached, or if ye receive
another spirit, which ye have not received, or another gospel,
which ye have not accepted, ye might well bear with him (2 Cor.
11:3-4).

In Jeremiah 14:14, Jehovah said: “The prophets prophesy lies in my
name: I sent them not, neither have I commanded them, neither spake
unto them: they prophesy unto you a false vision and divination, and a
thing of nought, and the deceit of their heart.” This is still a reality
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today. With great tone and tenor, professional pulpiteers continue to
feed spiritual opium to the masses through their silky tongues. “[B]y
good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of the simple” (Rom.
16:18). They are “ear ticklers” (2 Tim. 4:3), and they “speak great
swelling words of vanity, they allure through the lusts of the flesh,
through much wantonness, those that were clean escaped from them
who live in error. While they promise them liberty, they themselves are
the servants of corruption” (2 Pet. 2:18-19). They are of their father, the
devil (Jn. 8:44)!

In 1 Kings 13, we learn about the old prophet who deceived the
man of God with his tongue. Jehovah had commanded His servant:
“Eat no bread, nor drink water, nor turn again by the same way that
thou camest” (1 Kgs. 13:9). The old prophet rode out and found the
man of God. “He said unto him, I am a prophet also as thou art; and an
angel spake unto me by the word of the Lord, saying, Bring him back
with thee into thine house, that he may eat bread and drink water. But
he lied unto him” (1 Kgs. 13:18). Because the man of God was
deceived into disobeying the will of God, he was met by a lion and
slain (1 Kgs. 13:24). The danger of the deceiving tongue is clearly seen
in this example. Though a man may claim that his message is from
God, and though he may say things that sound as if they are from God,
that is not always the case. This is why Paul said: “But though we, or
an angel from heaven, preach any other gospel unto you than that
which we have preached unto you, let him be accursed” (Gal. 1:8).

When false doctrines are presented, they often sound systematic
and logical. Obviously, a false teacher is not going to readily admit that
he is false, and therefore he will do whatever he can to make his
doctrine sound convincing. This problem was around even in the first
century. In Colossians 2:8, Paul warned: “Beware lest any man spoil
you through philosophy and vain deceit, after the tradition of men, after
the rudiments of the world, and not after Christ.” These men presented
their arguments in a way that seemed rational, but, in reality, was not.
Olbricht explains:

Paul was condemning misleading intellectual speculation which
was deceptively valueless and was built on false but appealing
human reasoning. Such philosophy was devoid of truth, inner
power, hope, and spiritual life. It was deceitful because its
appeal could cover up its empty, destructive nature. Paul was
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warning the brethren not to be led away from true wisdom and
life in Christ (emphasis added).7

False teachers are able to make their doctrines seem believable because
they appeal to the reasoning and gullibility of man instead of relying on
the wisdom of God. Olbricht continues:

The philosophers, in their search for wisdom, relied only on
human reasoning, not on divine revelation. Paul explained the
problem with such an approach: “For since in the wisdom of
God the world through its wisdom did not come to know God,
God was well-pleased through the foolishness of the message
preached to save those who believe” (1 Cor. 1:21; scrip. NASB).
False teachers lead people away by contaminating the truth.
Error usually contains enough truth to make it appealing and to
mask its falsehood ... (emphasis added).8

In order to know whether or not a doctrine is false, we must be able to
see through the deception. This is why Paul commanded Timothy:
“Study to shew thyself approved unto God, a workman that needeth not
to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word of truth. But shun profane and
vain babblings: for they will increase unto more ungodliness” (2 Tim.
2:15-16).

We see examples all around us of men using deceptive speech. The
denominational world is filled with “preachers” who preach a soft,
“health-and-wealth” style gospel. They preach a message that makes
people feel comfortable with “who they are,” all the while ignoring the
fact that they are in sin. These kinds of preachers will stand in their
“comfort zone” and proclaim what they believe to be truth, but when
pressed they become cowards. In truth, this is a tell-tale sign that the
message they preach is a message of deceit. Joel Osteen is one of the
most well known preachers of this type. In an interview with Larry
King, he was asked: “How about issues that the church has feelings
about? Abortion? Same-sex marriages?” His reply: “Yeah. You know
what, Larry? I don’t go there.”9

Perhaps the most heinous examples of deception are the lies that
are told in an effort to extinguish God and His moral code from society
altogether. The atheists spew their hate for Jehovah from every avenue
possible. They work tirelessly to piece together arguments that, though
they have no solid foundation of fact upon which to stand, are stealing
the hearts and minds of scores of people. This humanist propaganda is
tied together in a “pretty package” and placed before our children at the
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earliest of ages. Their goal is to turn the hearts of people away from the
“old traditional” way of thinking, and bring them into the “light” of
humanism. As one humanist put it: “The most influential educators of
our time ... are out to build a New Social Order. There is not enough
room, however, for the New Social Order and religion.”10

What is infinitely frightening is the fact that these deceivers begin
attacking our children even before they are old enough to know the
difference. Consider this excerpt from the children’s book, What About
gods? by Chris Brockman.

Many people say they believe in a god. Do you know what a god
is? Do you know what it means to believe in a god? A god is a
mythical character. Mythical creatures are imaginary, they’re not
real. People make them up. Dragons and fairies are two of many
mythical characters people have made up. They’re not real ...
Mythical characters, that’s what gods are. They’re not real.
People made them up. You can unmake them just by thinking.11

Perhaps Richard Rorty, a postmodernist educator, “hit the nail on the
head” in regards to the intent of atheist education when he said:

The fundamentalist parents of our fundamentalist students think
that the entire “American Liberal establishment” is engaged in
a conspiracy. These parents have a point. When we American
college teachers encounter religious fundamentalists, we do not
consider the possibility of reformulating our own practices of
justification so as to give more weight to the authority of the
Christian scriptures. Instead, we do our best to convince these
students of the benefits of [humanistic] secularization. Rather, I
think these students are lucky to find themselves under the
benevolent [teaching] of people like me, and to have escaped the
grip of their frightening, vicious, dangerous parents (emphasis
added).12

Atheists know that the best way to complete their mission is to
indoctrinate the next generation. Through lies and deceit they continue
to pound away at the foundation of faith. Their fingerprints are in
nearly every facet of our society—television, cinema, media, govern-
ment, classrooms, and even our homes.

It is a sad-but-true fact that there are even those among our brethren
who have become false teachers and deceivers. In the first century, the
apostle John wrote: “For many deceivers are entered into the world,
who confess not that Jesus Christ is come in the flesh. This is a
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deceiver and an antichrist” (2 Jn. 1:7). Even in the early church there
were some brethren who, through lies and deceit, destroyed the faith of
some. Paul said that Hymenaeus and Alexander made shipwreck of the
faith (1 Tim. 1:19-20). Exhorting Timothy to guard against the useless
folly of man’s wisdom, Paul warned: “O Timothy, keep that which is
committed to thy trust, avoiding profane and vain babblings, and
oppositions of science falsely so called: Which some professing have
erred concerning the faith” (1 Tim. 6:20-21).

Not only do false teachers mislead by deceiving words, they also
mislead by illusory actions. In 2 Corinthians 11:13-15, Paul declares:

For such are false apostles, deceitful workers, transforming
themselves into the apostles of Christ. And no marvel; for Satan
himself is transformed into an angel of light. Therefore it is no
great thing if his ministers also be transformed as the ministers
of righteousness; whose end shall be according to their works.

Noting this quality in the children of Israel, Jeremiah bemoaned: “And
they will deceive every one his neighbour, and will not speak the truth:
they have taught their tongue to speak lies, and weary themselves to
commit iniquity” (Jer. 9:5, emphasis added). The Pharisees were
masters of hypocrisy. Of them, Jesus said: “But all their works they do
for to be seen of men: they make broad their phylacteries, and enlarge
the borders of their garments” (Mt. 23:5). By “teaching for doctrines
the commandments of men” (Mt. 15:9), they led Israel down the path
of falsehood. Their outward actions deceived men into believing, and
following them. Jesus said: “Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees,
hypocrites! for ye are like unto whited sepulchres, which indeed appear
beautiful outward, but are within full of dead men's bones, and of all
uncleanness. Even so ye also outwardly appear righteous unto men, but
within ye are full of hypocrisy and iniquity” (Mt. 23:27-28).

Simon the sorcerer was a man who deceived by his actions. In Acts
8:9-11, the Bible records:

But there was a certain man, called Simon, which beforetime in
the same city used sorcery, and bewitched the people of Samaria,
giving out that himself was some great one: To whom they all
gave heed, from the least to the greatest, saying, This man is the
great power of God. And to him they had regard, because that of
long time he had bewitched them with sorceries.

By his witchcraft he had tricked the people into thinking that he
possessed a genuine power—the power of the Gospel debunked this
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myth. Men, like Simon, who deceive by actions, have much to lose.
Simon’s livelihood depended upon the fickleness of the people who
followed him. When this livelihood is threatened, men often become
aggressive. Elymas the sorcerer withstood Paul’s preaching because it
threatened his influence and power (Acts 13:8). Even the Jews who
hated the message of Paul made an oath to neither eat nor drink until
they had killed him (Acts 23:21).

There are many modern day “Simons” in our world. There are
those in the denominational world who claim to have the miraculous
power of God upon them. They deceive literally millions of people by
staging their “miracles,” and in the process become millionaires! Like
Elymas, these men often become destructive when they are challenged.
I personally know members of the church who have been threatened
with personal harm by these “practitioners of witchcraft.” When
personal gain is at stake, men will stop at nothing to deceive the masses
into following them in their pernicious ways!

MOTIVES OF DECEPTION

It is obvious that there are many people who practice deception in
many different ways. But why is this so? What prompts a man to
knowingly defy the will of God and trick people into following him?
Behind every action there is a motive. The adulterer does not wake up
one morning and suddenly decide to be an adulterer; the murderer does
not suddenly decide over dinner that he will become a murderer; and,
the thief does not walk into a convenience store and suddenly decide to
rob it. The evil that we commit happens because we have made a
conscious decision to do it.

Deception, like any other sin, is a process that begins in the heart
of man (Jas. 1:14-15). In Mark 7:20-23, Jesus is quoted saying:

That which cometh out of the man, that defileth the man. For
from within, out of the heart of men, proceed evil thoughts,
adulteries, fornications, murders, Thefts, covetousness, wicked-
ness, deceit, lasciviousness, an evil eye, blasphemy, pride,
foolishness: All these evil things come from within, and defile
the man.

Biblically speaking, man’s heart is his “center and seat of spiritual life;
the soul or mind, as it is the fountain and seat of the thoughts, passions,
desires, appetites, affections, purposes, [and] endeavors.”13 The actions
of sin come from within the heart of man (i.e., the motive). But because
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man is not inherently evil, the “seeds” of evil must be planted within
his heart. This “seed” is planted when we allow it to be planted.
Solomon said: “Keep thy heart with all diligence; for out of it are the
issues of life” (Pro. 4:23). When we allow evil to enter into our hearts,
it takes root and begins to grow. If we are not careful to protect our
heart, as Solomon has said, then eventually the evil will begin to harden
us and we will put those evil thoughts into action.

The process of the hardening of the heart begins when we reject the
knowledge of God. Paul’s discourse on this subject in Romans 1:21-32
is of great value to us.

Because that, when they knew God, they glorified him not as
God, neither were thankful; but became vain in their imagina-
tions, and their foolish heart was darkened. Professing them-
selves to be wise, they became fools, And changed the glory of
the uncorruptible God into an image made like to corruptible
man, and to birds, and fourfooted beasts, and creeping things.
Wherefore God also gave them up to uncleanness through the
lusts of their own hearts, to dishonour their own bodies between
themselves: Who changed the truth of God into a lie, and
worshipped and served the creature more than the Creator, who
is blessed for ever. Amen. For this cause God gave them up unto
vile affections: for even their women did change the natural use
into that which is against nature: And likewise also the men,
leaving the natural use of the woman, burned in their lust one
toward another; men with men working that which is unseemly,
and receiving in themselves that recompence of their error which
was meet. And even as they did not like to retain God in their
knowledge, God gave them over to a reprobate mind, to do those
things which are not convenient; Being filled with all unrigh-
teousness, fornication, wickedness, covetousness, maliciousness;
full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, malignity; whisperers,
Backbiters, haters of God, despiteful, proud, boasters, inventors
of evil things, disobedient to parents, Without understanding,
covenantbreakers, without natural affection, implacable,
unmerciful: Who knowing the judgment of God, that they which
commit such things are worthy of death, not only do the same,
but have pleasure in them that do them (emphasis added).

Based on the evidence of nature, the Gentiles knew that God existed.
This is why Paul said that they were “without excuse” (Rom. 1:20).
However, they intentionally ignored this evidence and deliberately shut
God out of their minds. The phrase, “they did not like to retain,” is
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from the Greek word dokimazo, which indicates testing or proving. The
idea is that they tested God and decided that He was not someone they
wanted. When they rejected God and His standard of morality, their
hearts became more and more callous, and they increased more and
more in their sin.

You and I are certainly not exempt from developing this condition.
Paul was including all wicked men when of them he said: “There is no
fear of God before their eyes” (Rom. 3:18). Paul contrasted preaching
deceitfully versus preaching truthfully when he said: “But [we] have
renounced the hidden things of dishonesty, not walking in craftiness,
nor handling the word of God deceitfully; but by manifestation of the
truth commending ourselves to every man's conscience in the sight of
God” (2 Cor. 4:2). In the same context, he also identified the reason
why some men reject the Gospel when he said: “[I]f our gospel be hid,
it is hid to them that are lost: In whom the god of this world hath
blinded the minds of them which believe not, lest the light of the
glorious gospel of Christ, who is the image of God, should shine unto
them” (2 Cor. 4:3-4, emphasis added).

False teachers deceive because they have allowed “the god of this
world” to blind their minds. They “[s]peak lies in hypocrisy; having
their conscience seared with a hot iron” (1 Tim. 4:2). The motive
behind their actions is absolutely evil because they refuse to allow the
light of truth to shine within them. They have allowed covetousness to
take control of them, just as Peter said: “[T]hrough covetousness shall
they with feigned words make merchandise of you: whose judgment
now of a long time lingereth not, and their damnation slumbereth not”
(2 Pet. 2:3). Because they have intentionally rejected the knowledge of
God, they are able to ignore their conscience until it simply does not
bother them any longer. Their motive is evil.

RESULTS OF DECEPTION

The fruits of deception can have a long-lasting impact. Paul warned
Titus that the deceivers are able to “subvert whole houses” (Tit. 1:10-
11). When a false doctrine is hatched, it becomes a plague. There are
literally hundreds of false doctrines that have been popularized by the
individuals who concocted them, and as a result have lasted for
hundreds of years. They are put into book form, recorded in sermons
and articles, and preserved for posterity. These lies continue to harm
souls even to this very hour. False doctrines divide congregations and
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families to the point that they are almost, if not altogether, irreconcil-
able. The men and women responsible for such destruction will be
punished.

The results of deception are grave for those who are guilty of it. In
Psalm 55:23 David said: “But thou, O God, shalt bring them down into
the pit of destruction: bloody and deceitful men shall not live out half
their days ...” In the days of Jeremiah, the entire nation of Israel had
fallen into the mire of deception. The prophet lamented this fact as he
penned the mighty will of God for their punishment.

Therefore thus saith the Lord of hosts, Behold, I will melt them,
and try them; for how shall I do for the daughter of my people?
Their tongue is as an arrow shot out; it speaketh deceit: one
speaketh peaceably to his neighbour with his mouth, but in heart
he layeth his wait. Shall I not visit them for these things? saith
the Lord: shall not my soul be avenged on such a nation as this?
(Jer. 9:7-9).

God is against every man who speaks falsely. It is an absolute fact that
deceivers will lose their souls because of their deceit. In Jeremiah
23:26-32, the prophet again reveals the fate of the deceiver.

How long shall this be in the heart of the prophets that prophesy
lies? yea, they are prophets of the deceit of their own heart;
Which think to cause my people to forget my name by their
dreams which they tell every man to his neighbour, as their
fathers have forgotten my name for Baal. The prophet that hath
a dream, let him tell a dream; and he that hath my word, let him
speak my word faithfully. What is the chaff to the wheat? saith
the Lord. Is not my word like as a fire? saith the Lord; and like
a hammer that breaketh the rock in pieces? Therefore, behold, I
am against the prophets, saith the Lord, that steal my words
every one from his neighbour. Behold, I am against the prophets,
saith the Lord, that use their tongues, and say, He saith. Behold,
I am against them that prophesy false dreams, saith the Lord, and
do tell them, and cause my people to err by their lies, and by
their lightness; yet I sent them not, nor commanded them:
therefore they shall not profit this people at all, saith the Lord.

The results of deception affect more than just those who use it.
Peter said: “And many shall follow their pernicious ways; by reason of
whom the way of truth shall be evil spoken of” (2 Pet. 2:2). God is very
serious about punishing those who mislead His people. The prophet
Hosea revealed in Hosea 4:6-11 that the priests were partly responsible
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for the Israelites’ fall into idolatry because they had led them there. As
a result God said: “I will punish them for their ways, and reward them
their doings” (Hos. 4:9). The Pharisees were guilty of leading the
people into the path of destruction on which they tread. Jesus said: “But
woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye shut up the
kingdom of heaven against men: for ye neither go in yourselves, neither
suffer ye them that are entering to go in” (Mt. 23:13). Again, He said:
“Woe unto you, scribes and Pharisees, hypocrites! for ye compass sea
and land to make one proselyte, and when he is made, ye make him
twofold more the child of hell than yourselves” (Mt. 23:15). Deception
is so dangerous because not only will the one who deceives lose his
soul, but all of those whom he deceives will lose their souls as well.
Jesus said: “[T]hey be blind leaders of the blind. And if the blind lead
the blind, both shall fall into the ditch” (Mt. 15:14).

CONCLUSION

“Let no man deceive you with vain words” (Eph. 5:6). These are
the words of the apostle Paul as he admonishes us to avoid the trap of
deception. We understand that deception is a reality. Paul let us know
that it would be so when he warned: “Now the Spirit speaketh
expressly, that in the latter times some shall depart from the faith,
giving heed to seducing spirits, and doctrines of devils; Speaking lies
in hypocrisy; having their conscience seared with a hot iron” (1 Tim.
4:1-2). We must be ever watchful for those who would try to lead us
astray. “Be sober, be vigilant; because your adversary the devil, as a
roaring lion, walketh about, seeking whom he may devour” (1 Pet. 5:8).
John exhorted us to “try the spirits whether they are of God” (1 Jn. 4:1).

We must be willing to deal with the deceivers of this world. The
Bible commands that we “mark them which cause divisions and
offences contrary to the doctrine which ye have learned; and avoid
them. For they that are such serve not our Lord Jesus Christ, but their
own belly; and by good words and fair speeches deceive the hearts of
the simple” (Rom. 16:17-18). Through the power of God (Rom. 1:16),
we are more than able to accomplish this. The Lord is the One Who
“frustrateth the tokens of the liars, and maketh diviners mad; that
turneth wise men backward, and maketh their knowledge foolish” (Isa.
44:25). As we stand upon the foundation of God’s Word, we must
stand toe-to-toe against false teachers and call out their error.
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Because of the danger posed by the lies of false teachers, we must
be militant against them. We fight against the ideas and philosophies
of men, and all ideas and philosophies that have no foundation of truth
and that will lead men to destruction. We must: “Put on the whole
armour of God, that ye may be able to stand against the wiles of the
devil” (Eph. 6:11). Paul said: “(For the weapons of our warfare are not
carnal, but mighty through God to the pulling down of strong holds;)
Casting down imaginations, and every high thing that exalteth itself
against the knowledge of God, and bringing into captivity every
thought to the obedience of Christ” (2 Cor. 10:4-5). There is not a
single doctrine or idea in this world that cannot be completely obliter-
ated by the Word of God. That Word is the wisdom of God (1 Cor.
1:21), and it confounds the wisdom of man. As we journey through this
life, may we ever be mindful of those who “lie in wait to deceive”
(Eph. 4:14), and remember that “there are many unruly and vain talkers
and deceivers, specially they of the circumcision: Whose mouths must
be stopped” (Tit. 1:10-11, emphasis added).
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2 Because we now have the completed revelation of God, spiritual gifts have
ceased (cf. 1 Cor. 13:10, 2 Tim. 3:16-17, 2 Peter 1:3, etc.).
3 James Meadows, “The Purpose and Duration of Spiritual Gifts,” Studies in
Ephesians, ed. Dub McClish (Denton, TX: Valid Pub., Inc., 1997), 230.
4 Ronald F. Youngblood, ed. New Illustrated Bible Dictionary (Nashville, TN:
Thomas Nelson Pub., 1995), 308.
5 H.C.G. Moule, The Cambridge Bible for Schools and Colleges, “Ephesians”
(Cambridge, England: University Press, 1902), 112.
6 Adam Clarke, Clarke’s Commentary (New York NY: The Methodist Book
Concern), 6:453.
7 Owen D. Olbricht, Truth for Today Commentary: Colossians and Philemon,
ed. Eddie Cloer (Searcy, AR: Resource Publications, 2005), 206.
8 Ibid.
9 <http://transcripts.cnn.com/TRANSCRIPTS/0506/20/lkl.01.html>
10 William F. Buckley, Let Us Talk of Many Things (Roseville, CA: Forum,
2000), 9-10.
11 Chris Brockman, What About gods? (Buffalo, NY: Prometheus Books,
1978).
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12 Robert B. Brandon, ed., Rorty and His Critics (Malden, MA: Blackwell
Publishers, 2001), 21-22.
13 Joseph H. Thayer, Thayer’s Greek-English Lexicon of the New Testament
(Peabody, MA: Hendrickson Pub., 2005), 325.
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